
Beulah Public Schools 
Distance Learning Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#BEULAHMINERPRIDE 



 
 

Table of Contents 
 

Section Page Number(s) 
 

Attendance Procedures 1-2 
 

Educational Staff Expectations 2-3 
 

Ensuring Equitable Services 3-4 
 

General Education 4 
 

Special Education Considerations 5-9 
 

English Learner Considerations 9 
 

Title I Considerations 10 
 

Counseling Services 10-11 
 

Food Services 11 
 

Supporting Adults 12 
 

Additional Counseling Info for 
Elementary Students 

 

13 
 

Additional Resources for Parents and 
Teachers 

14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 
 

Attendance Procedures 
 

The Process for determining assurance and adherence to Department of Health 
Guidelines. 
   
 By executive order, Governor Doug Burgum has ordered all schools closed indefinitely to 

all with the exception of essential staff.  Beulah School District #27 will be moving into a 
Distance Learning deliverance model for all students in grades K-12 beginning March 23, 
2020.  The building remains locked-down to all students.  On March 17, 2020 the Beulah 
Public School Staff (Both Certified and Non-Certified) met as a whole to discuss what 
Distance Learning can look like.  The district also out-lined a plan for each building in the 
district to undergo deep cleaning.  From there, our building principals instructed staff to 
be ready to go with online deliverance by Monday, March 23, 2020.  Mrs. Sarah Becker 
(Beulah Tech Integration Specialist) provided PD to teachers unfamiliar with deliverance 
platforms such as Google Classroom, etc.  Staff at each of ours schools spent the 
remainder of the week getting familiar with their platforms and uploading content.  
Beulah Public School plans to hold meetings and collaborated professional development 
for staff via Google Classroom for the remainder of the executive order to ensure 
compliance with the guidelines as set for by the Department of Health, the CDC, and the 
NDDPI. 
 

 Beulah Public Schools will be suspending its current attendance policies and turning to 
the CDC guidance for partial or full opening (if such warrants it) which includes the 
following… 

 
1. Encourage families with symptomatic students to stay home. 
2. Suspend any and all attendance incentives. 
3. Each situation is different, and therefore each should be addressed on a case 

by case basis. 
 

 In the event of a partial opening the Beulah School District will post CDC’s poster 
Symptoms of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 in multiple areas of each building. 

 
 In the event of a partial opening the Beulah School District will adhere to the CDC’s 

Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations. 
 

 
 
How will the district ensure that all students have access to an educator? 
 
 All students within the Beulah Public School District have access to a school-issued email 

address.  Mrs. Sarah Becker and our technology department have spent the entire week 
making sure all students can login and use their respective emails.  Our staff have added 
their students to their learning modalities and have invited each child to join their 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
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platforms.  Elementary teachers in grades K-2 will be providing learning packets to every 
child.  They have made themselves available to contact by phone and/or email and have 
invited all of their families to class Facebook pages in which those teachers have already 
began engaging with their students on a daily basis.  Personal phone calls are being 
made to all students’ families that have yet to respond to invitations. 

 
 
How will educators measure participation and attendance? 
 
 We are asking all educators utilizing learning platforms such as Google Classroom to 

post on their sites by 9:00 am each day outlining the learning activities for the day. 
During an extended closure student engagement in learning opportunities is critical to a 
student’s continued academic growth.   Attendance shall still be monitored by teachers 
through student logins in asynchronous learning experiences and participation in 
synchronous learning experiences.  Any student demonstrating prolonged absence or 
disengagement is a cause for concern. Teachers shall contact that student’s guardian to 
seek input and assist them as needed to ensure student participation.  Please see 
guidance on reaching special education populations in the section titled: Special 
Education Considerations- Individualized Educational Plans (IEP’s) and 504s. 

 

 
Educational Staff Expectations 
 

How does the school district plan to provide professional development to educators to 
prepare them for the transition into the distance learning environment? 
 
 As mentioned, our technology department has made available to all staff video tutorials 

on how to navigate learning platforms such as Google Classroom.  You can find a link to 
one of those HERE.  You can see that she has also provided a number of different “how 
to” documents for our staff to learn from.  Additionally, our local education consortium 
CREA will be offering a course online entitled “How to Be a Great Distance Learning 
Instructor” which we will make available to all staff.  With that we will be asking our 
principals to engage with their entire staff at least twice a week via Google Classroom to 
collaborate, brain storm, find what is working and what is not, and to provide ongoing 
professional development opportunities for staff.  Continued assessment of educator 
skills will be completed by our building principals and tech integration specialists to 
ensure that teachers have the proper support they need to be successful in an online 
deliverance model.  Finally, each staff member has included their building principals as 
participants within their learning platform.  This will allow our principals to orchestrate 
ongoing evaluations and observations of the effectiveness of their educational 
deliverances. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uriFXN2HKK_kuy9eagv5swtKNcYYS3WV
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What is the school districts’ process to revisit human resources policies and procedures to 
provide adequate flexibility and guidance regarding sick leave, personal leave, and leave 
without pay? 
 
 Beulah Public Schools will be taking advantage of the emergency provisions that have 

been placed in the Family Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) for both certified and non-
certified staff in regards to leave as a result of COVID-19.  These provisions allow for 
staff affected to take advantage of leave over and above the provisions set forth in the 
Beulah School District policy manual and the negotiated agreement that expires in the 
fall of 2021.  With this, the Beulah Public School Board of Education passed motions that 
called for the continued pay of all employees (certified and non-certified) as we 
continue through the executive order from Governor Burgum to shut down schools. 

 

 
Ensuring Equitable Services 

 
How has the school district assured that all students have access to a device, if necessary? 
 Beulah Public School District is 1:1 with iPad’s in grades 4-12.  Additionally, we have 

enough devices in grades K-3 that allow for device access at staggered times throughout 
the day.  To better ensure that our students have a device readily available we sent out 
a SURVEY on March 19, 2020 that asked the following questions… 
 Email Address 
 Phone Number 
 Student Names and Grade 
 Do you have high-speed internet access in your home? 
 Do you have access to a computer, iPad, or other smart device in your home? 

Additionally, the Beulah School District is working with West River 
Telecommunications to ensure that each child has internet access at home.  
Below is their flyer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additionally, the all three schools coordinated pick-up times on Monday, March 23, 
2020 for students to come in and get their devices (and other materials).  This was a 
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coordinated event that ensured minimal group interaction and limited attendance in 
each building.  

 
How do students who require assistive technology been given access to appropriate 
devices to meet their needs? 

 Beulah Public Schools in partnership with Oliver-Mercer Special Education Unit will 
contact families with students that may require assistive technology to ensure 
continued access to quality education and services during the prolonged order of 
closure. 

 
 

General Education 

 
Beulah Public Schools is committed to delivering high-quality, grade-level appropriate 
learning opportunities that align with North Dakota State Standards.  Each of our schools 
will continue to provide researched based curriculum that aligns to those standards.  Below 
outlines the ways our teachers intend to interact with their students during the prolonged 
closure to ensure learning targets are being met.  In a situation in which we move from a 
full closure to a partial closure the district will utilize small group instruction as well as the 
learning modalities, learning packets, and the platforms outline below. 
 
 District Planning Document Please note that this changes by the minute.  Some areas 

are complete and others not.  If the area is not complete on the document, they are 
likely using other means to connect with their students such as packets, etc.    Our 
district PLC’s will be meeting twice a week to continue to vet this process to ensure that 
high quality instruction is being delivered in every grade level and every subject.  Our 
principals will continue to monitor their teachers, curriculum, and deliverance to ensure 
high quality instruction is being delivered to all.  We now (March 25th, 2020) have 
assured that all families that need internet are getting it this week.  Some disciplines 
have mailed out resources or provided packets to students.  This document will change 
throughout the duration of the full closure.   

 
 
What does progress monitoring look like? 

 Our teachers will monitor and evaluate the works submitted through online platforms 
or in some cases through the mail and provide feedback.  Weekly phone calls and emails 
will also be used as mechanisms to communicate directly with students and families.  
We are asking that each teacher keep a log of the phone calls that make to their 
families. 

 
 
What does grading look like? 

 Beulah School District will continue to follow our policies, practices, and grading 
structure during a the prolonged or partial closure. 

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/districtsschools/k-12-education-content-standards
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19NKZM5i2j5Jv5iix9uZeanFWQfjkmbtonb_Lan7Ifu4/edit?usp=sharing
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Special Education Considerations – Individualized Educational Plans 
(IEP’s) and 504s: 
 

Beulah Public School District belongs to the Oliver-Mercer Special Education Unit which 
also encompasses the school districts of Hazen and Center-Stanton.  Linette Irwin is the 
director.  Her unit and our special education instructors have outlined the following plan 
for distance learning. 
 
1. How will Special Education staff continue to meet IEP deadlines, complete evaluations 

and reevaluations, and hold team meetings? 
 

 IEP meetings- Case Managers will schedule IEP meetings with the team through 

distance methods, including conference calls, Zoom, Microsoft Teams, etc. These 

arrangements will be made to accommodate team members.  Teams should include 

essential members and related services as appropriate.  One general educator must 

attend as well as district administrator. 

 

 Evaluation and Reevaluations- Every attempt will be made to complete evaluations 

that are in process and inability to complete those evaluations will be documented 

with PWN-SEA. Reevaluations will be scheduled but if there is an inability to be 

completed because of exceptional circumstances, a PWN-SEA will be provided. 

 

 Initial IEPs must be created within 30 days of determination.  If this is not possible, 

parents must be presented with procedural safeguards. 

 

 Notice of Changes to IEP without an IEP Team Meeting- the parent and team may 

agree not to convene a meeting to make changes and instead may amend or modify 

the current IEP. 

 

 Contingency Plans will be created for individual students to ensure access to special 

education and related services.  Contingency plans will be in effect for the duration 

of the school closure.  The current IEP will take effect upon school opening.  A Prior 

Written Notice of Special Education Action will be completed.  Parents will be part of 

the planning process and may refuse any or all of the plan.  Documentation of the 

contingency plan will be provided to the parent through the mail or digitally.  

Documentation will also be located in Tienet and the student special education file. 

 

 All educational decisions must be made on an individual basis and consistent with 

the IDEA. 

 



6 
 

2. How much time will students and teachers be required to participate in opportunity 

learning each school day? 

  

Learning Opportunities for students with disabilities will consist of activities related to 

IEP goals and objectives that should not increase the amount of time spent each day in 

the learning process.  Each student would spend approximately 5 hours per week 

engaged in learning. 

 

Student time will be based on grade level.  See Chart Below 

 

PK-K 45 Minutes 

Grades 1-2 60 Minutes 

Grades 3-4 90 Minutes 

Grades 5-8 120 Minutes 

Grades 9-12 120 Minutes 

 

Grades 5-12 will be broken down by subject area. 

 

English Language Arts/Social Studies 55 Minutes 

Math/Science 50 Minutes 

PE/Specials 15 Minutes 

 

Teacher Time will be broken down as follows 

 

8:00AM – 9:00AM Collaboration Time:  Work with teachers 
to accommodate and modify learning 
activities. 

9:00AM – 10:00AM Learning activities planning and posted to 
online platform. 

8:30AM – 12:30PM Teachers available to support students, 
scheduled time for check in with students 
and families. 

12:30PM – 1:30PM Duty Free Time 

1:30PM – 3:30PM Teachers available to support students, 
scheduled time for check in with students 
and families.  
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3. How will we provide appropriate remote facilities and access for all students 

participating in opportunity learning, including computers, internet, and other forms 

for electronic communication that will be utilized in the program? 

 

 Special education staff will work with district administration and personnel to ensure 

all students with disabilities have the necessary equipment to engage in learning 

opportunities.  This could be laptops or tablets issued by the school district as well as 

working with the district to provide internet access to all families of students with 

disabilities. 

 

 Special education staff will also provide pencil and paper activities and the necessary 

materials in the form of packets and make arrangements to have families pick up or 

the school deliver those packets to homes.  Arrangements will also be made for 

families to return these packets to the teacher.  

 

 Special education staff will work with regular education teachers to provide the 

accommodations and modifications outlined in the IEP. 

 
4. How will we ensure appropriate learning opportunities for students with disabilities? 

 

 Special education staff will not have direct student contact at this time.  Schools are 

closed to all students and nonessential staff.  Only contact by phone or through a 

virtual platform.  Special education staff will ensure accommodations and 

modifications are applied to all learning activities. 

 

 Early Childhood Special Education (PK Special Education) 

All special education processes outlined in the special education section of this plan 

apply to Oliver Mercer ECSE program.  During a partial or full closure, 

communication with families will occur through e-mail, phone or other agreed upon 

methods in order to provide services and support.  Learning opportunities will be 

provided through learning packets.  Materials for activities will be provided weekly 

or biweekly as appropriate. An activity calendar will be provided to guide parents 

through lessons, activities, and units.  The case manager will contact parents weekly 

to provide support and monitor progress.  All activities will focus on goal areas in 

order to maintain skills and mitigate regression.  Efforts will be made to complete 

evaluations for ECSE students, carried out through virtual means when possible.  

Current information will also be used to complete evaluations as appropriate. 

Evaluations that cannot be completed will be documented through Prior Written 

Notice of Special Education Action.  Evaluations will be completed once school 

resumes. 
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 Access to Devices and Learning Opportunities for Students with Dual Sensory 

disabilities (Deaf and Blind) 

Students who have dual sensory disabilities will have access to a school device with 

applications installed that have been recommended by the Center for Persons with 

disabilities and the North Dakota Dual Sensory Project.  Learning activities will be 

provided through home packets with the necessary materials included.  Online 

learning activities will be provided from a list of resources for students with vision 

and hearing loss.  Communication will occur with the parent weekly and progress 

will be monitored through parent reports, videos and pictures provided to the 

special educator.  All Special Education processes outlined in this plan will be 

followed for students with Dual Sensory Disabilities. 

 

 Related services such as OT and Speech/Language will arrange direct supports one 

time per week which will be provided virtually.  The need for direct supports will be 

determined for individual students with the input of parents.  Related services will 

also work with case managers to provide home activities for students as 

appropriate.  

 

 Special Educators will document all efforts to make learning accessible to all 

students with disabilities. 

 

5. How will we monitor and verify each student’s participation and progress on goals? 

 

 Progress on online activities will be monitored electronically through the given 

application teacher reports when available.  Teachers will contact parents twice 

weekly to get updates on student progress. Paper and Pencil activities will be 

collected by the teacher at least every two weeks.  Progress reports will be issued 

quarterly as is required. 

 

6. How will we provide effective notice to teachers, staff, students and their parents or 

guardians of the use of opportunity learning? 

 

 Special Education Staff will be notified by district administration through Blackboard 

posts and email from the director as part of the district’s update on the coronavirus.  

Case Managers will communicate directly with families of students with disabilities 

regarding learning opportunities and how their student will be supported through 

the process. 
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7. How will we ensure that all teachers and staff involved in opportunity learning have 

access to an and all hardware and software required? 

 

 Teachers and staff have school issued computers or tablets.  Teachers will be 

available at designated times during the day to assist students and families. 

 

8. Expectations at this time 
 

 Teachers will be available to support students at designated times.  Schedules will be 

made to check in with students and families at agreed upon times and through 

agreed upon methods.  Special Education teachers will work with Regular Education 

teachers to determine appropriate accommodations and modifications to e-learning 

activities. Special education teachers will utilize paraprofessionals to support the 

opportunity learning activities as appropriate. 

 

 

 

English Learner Considerations – Individualized Language Plans (ILPs) 
  

Beulah Public Schools are committed to serving the needs of all students.  Online 

educational opportunities shall be provided via different media platforms such as Google 

Classroom.  Our ELL director Chantel McKay will communicate with each EL student’s 

family to address individual supports as necessary.  In addition, translation services shall be 

provided to EL families.  The following Apps will be provided to our EL students for further 

practice and growth. 

Apps for EL Learners 
 

Duolingo 

Improve English: Word Games 

Vocab Victor English Word Game 

Learn English with Babbel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.educationalappstore.com/app/duolingo-learn-languages-for-free
https://www.educationalappstore.com/app/improve-english-word-games
https://www.educationalappstore.com/app/vocab-victor-english-word-game
https://www.educationalappstore.com/app/learn-english-with-babbel
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Federal Title Considerations 

 

 What is the process to provide for appropriate instruction to ensure accessibility to 

content, dependent on federal title designation? 

 

 Beulah Public School District is designated “Targeted” in our Elementary School.  Title I 

instruction will continue to be provided to identified students in grades K-4. Multiple 

scientifically based instructional (Distance Learning) approaches will be used to meet 

the individual needs of students identified for Title I programming.  Regular 

communication between the Title I staff and the regular classroom staff will be 

conducted on a weekly basis through Google Meet or the online learning platform 

choice of each individual staff member to help ensure appropriate programming is 

developed and implemented. These meetings will be discussed at least twice a week.  At 

which time they will also evaluate their progress and determine what further instruction 

is needed. 

 

 Title teachers will continue their interventions by converting their current interventions 

to be delivered remotely.  

 

 Title Teachers will also provide additional supports as needed.  These may include but 

are not limited to learning packets, books, and online resources. 

 

 Our Title Teachers will continue to be paid with Title funds as per the guidance of the 

USDE. 

 

 

School Counseling Services 
 

 Beulah Public School District recognizes the continuation of school counseling programs is an 

absolute necessary to the well-being of our students.  We also understand the learning is 

difficult when a child is experiencing trauma, anxiety, and depression.  Our counseling staff 

has put together some resources and they have been disseminated to all students and their 

families.  Within this resource is a survey that is school specific that allows our students to 

communicate directly with our counselors in a privacy restricted manner.  This document can 

be found HERE.  You will also see that the document contains valuable resources in the area 

of career counseling as well. 

 

Our Counselors will be available each day Monday-Friday 8:00AM – 3:30PM and their contact 

information can be found in the linked document above.  The preferred method of meeting is 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VWjLeLYP3VrmGvZWZ0_3A-xJ6W3IGpyN5qqGlPK3cUA/edit?ts=5e72ad76#slide=id.g7192485d38_0_13
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through Google Meet or Skype but in extreme circumstances our counseling staff will make 

themselves available for face-to-face consultation. 

 
 
 
Food Service 

 
Beulah Public School District is committed to the nutritional well-being of our students.  
To address the needs in this area we have developed a plan that follows the guidance 
from the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 
 
 Starting on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 Beulah Public School provided meals to students in 

grades K-12 regardless of their free/reduced status.  A sack lunch was provided for pick-
up between the hours of 11:00AM and 12:30PM.  The meals were provided in a drive up 
manner in order to eliminate unnecessary traffic in our building.  As per federal 
guidelines we asked that the child be with during pick up.  Anybody wishing to receive a 
sack lunch during the day is asked to email our food service director Karla Ripplinger 
(karla.ripplinger@k12.nd.us) or call the food service office at 701-873-5966. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:karla.ripplinger@k12.nd.us


12 
 

Supporting Our Adult Population 
        

As we transition to a full closure and a system that operates remotely and mainly online 
Beulah Public Schools believes it’s essential to ensure the health and well-being of our 
adults as well as our students. 
 
 If and when essential staff are not allowed in the building our business office will 

develop a plan to ensure they continue operating (caring for the financial and human 
resources) needs of the school outside the building.  Their plans shall be submitted to 
the Superintendent for review and approval if that shall happen. 
 

 Beulah Public Schools participates in an Employee Assistance Program and will 
encourage all staff to utilize the program if the need presents itself. 
 

 Our high school guidance counselor Colleen Kalvoda has provided the following site link 
for “Calming” in order to help accommodate our staff as needed. 

 
Reminders for Educators 

 
We have essentially flipped the entire deliverance model of education in less than a 
week’s time.  This process has been overwhelming and exhausting at times, but ultimately 
this will make us all better.  This will make our students better.  The following are a few 
guidelines that will hopefully make this process smoother for you and your students. 
 
 Less is More.  Fight the urge to give lots of “work.” We know it is natural to want to “do” 

everything you would normally “do” during the school day.  Nothing will frustrate 
families more than being overwhelmed with work. 

 Determine what is core/essential to your grade/class and focus on that.  There are lots 
of things we do on a daily basis in school we could get by without doing…don’t try to do 
that stuff through digital learning. 

 Plan flexibility into your activities.  Not all students and families will be able to do things 
on your timeline.  Remember parents are not teachers and may be balancing childcare 
and their job.  Extend grace whenever possible. 

 Think about assessment as finding evidence of learning.  You can still assess students, 
but it will have to look a bit different. 

 These are different times for all of us. We know that you will work to keep learners 
engaged in meaningful learning, but just as important will be the relationships and 
connections that are maintained and created in the uncertain circumstances we find 
ourselves in. 

 
 

https://www.calm.com/blog/take-a-deep-breath?utm_source=lifecycle&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=difficult_times_nonsubs_031720&fbclid=IwAR3scCGC9SRzay7gdMj0-qyeOPGwP2XeTjq-Cn2O-LuptVr_WOxJaRZ8jwU
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Additional Information for Elementary School 
Counseling Services 
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Additional Resources for Parents and Teachers 

 

Elementary 

Math Reading 

 
Prodigy 

Khan Academy 
Cool Math Games 

CK-12 
NeoK12 

 

 
Squiggle Park 

NeoK12 
NewsELA 
Wordville 

K12 Reader 
 

Science Social Studies 

 
Mystery Doug 

National Geographic 
NeoK12 

 

 
History for Kids 

NeoK12 

Writing Other Sites 

 
Typing Club 

English Worksheets Lab 
K12 Reader 

 
E-Learning for Kids 

PBS Learning Media 
Highlights Kids 

Fun Brain 
Smithsonian Online Exhibits 

Smithsonian Education 
 

Secondary 

Cool Math Games 
CK-12 

English Worksheets Land 
 

Khan Academy 
Smithsonian Online Exhibits 

Smithsonian Education 
PBS Learning Media 

 

https://play.prodigygame.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
https://www.ck12.org/browse/
https://www.neok12.com/
http://www.squigglepark.com/
https://www.neok12.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://wordville.com/ReadingComp/
https://www.k12reader.com/grade-level/grades-k-12/
http://www.mysterydoug.com/
http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.neok12.com/
http://www.historyforkids.net/
https://www.neok12.com/
http://www.typingclub.com/
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/
https://www.k12reader.com/grade-level/grades-k-12/
https://en.e-learningforkids.org/
https://en.e-learningforkids.org/
https://klrn.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.highlightskids.com/activities
https://www.funbrain.com/
https://www.si.edu/exhibitions/online
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/students/index.html
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
https://www.ck12.org/browse/
https://www.englishworksheetsland.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.si.edu/exhibitions/online
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/students/index.html
https://klrn.pbslearningmedia.org/

